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TORONTO — The manufacturer of clothing donation bins used by charities
across Canada said Tuesday it has stopped producing the metal containers,
which were involved in at least two recent deaths, while it works on coming up
with safer designs.

RangeView Fabricating, a Toronto-area company that produces bins used by
prominent charities such as Diabetes Canada and B'nai Brith, said it is now
focused on modifying the existing containers to improve safety.

Manager Brandon Agro said that charities had not experienced problems with the
bins for most of the 25 years Rangeview has been providing them. But with at
least eight documented deaths in Canada since 2015, including the death of a
woman in Toronto on Tuesday morning, Agro said the time had come for
immediate action.

That action, involving madifications to current designs and an active search for new ones, may require charities to
sacrifice some anti-theft measures and focus on protecting vulnerable populations, Agro said.

"We're kind of saying to our charities, 'you're going to have to deal with the theft because public safety is number
one," Agro said in a telephone interview. "If someone is going to go into your bin and take your product, that's going
to have to be how it is for now."

Agro said the bins most commonly involved in deaths are mailbox-style designs with an internal flap preventing
people from reaching inside.

He said the designs feature metal bars that create a "pinch point" when activated, often by people trying to get into
the boxes.

In an interview with AdvocateDaily.com, Toronto personal injury lawyer Jasmine Daya says if the deaths are, in fact,
the result of the design of the bin, the manufacturer is taking the right step to avoid further injury and death.

“From a legal perspective, a stop in production does not equate to an automatic admission of guilt, but failing to
adequately address the situation could expose the manufacturer to increased liability,” says Daya, managing
principal with Jasmine Daya & Co.

There appears to be little regulation on clothing donation bins, and perhaps closer government scrutiny at the
municipal, provincial and federal levels would address not only the safety issues but also the market that has evolved
around clothing donations, she says.

“In Canada, there are layers of complexity around the use of these bins with only a fraction of clothes finding their
way into people’s closets while the remainder is used for other purposes,” Daya says.

If the victims’ families opt to proceed with a claim, it could be filed against the manufacturer for creating a hazard that
resulted in injury and ultimately death, and potentially the organization affiliated with the particular bin if they had
input regarding its placement or design, she explains.

“l would advise the family that there would likely be a degree of contributory negligence that would attach, meaning
that the victim could be viewed to have done something that caused or contributed to the injury and death, such as
attempting to enter the bin,” Daya says.

“Most of my clients are disappointed when | explain the concept of contributory negligence, but | wouldn't be acting in
their best interests if | didn’t advise them of the arguments that would be advanced by opposing counsel,” she says.
“Even in situations where contributory negligence is truly unfair to the victim, my clients must know the counter
arguments and risks involved in the litigation.

"I believe that my clients appreciate my honesty and understand that | am fully on their side. A good lawyer should
always anticipate what the other side will argue in order to be prepared.”

Agro said Rangeview is advising charities to remove those bars for the time being until safer designs can be
developed and built. While those bars do not exist on all styles of donation box, Agro said the company is focused on
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improving safety in all styles it produces.
He said mailbox-style bins were involved in two deaths that took place in as many weeks.

On Dec. 30, a 34-year-old man in West Vancouver died after becoming stuck inside a box manufactured by
RangeView. His death prompted the District of West Vancouver to seal donation bins and investigate safer options.

Tuesday's death in Toronto played out in similar fashion, according to city Police Const. Genifferjit Sidhu.

She said officers were called to a downtown Toronto donation bin shortly after 1:30 a.m. when someone reported
seeing a woman partially stuck inside the bin, also made by Rangeview.

Sidhu said fire services cut through the box in order to extract her, but she was pronounced dead at the scene. Sidhu
said such deaths are especially horrific.

"Part of you gets stuck in there, say it be your neck or a fragile part of you," she said. "That would be painful, and it
would not be quick."

Advocates for the homeless have been sounding alarms about the bins, going so far as to call them "death traps" for
a vulnerable population.

Jeremy Hunka of Union Gospel Mission in Vancouver said homeless people often turn to the bins for clothing items
or shelter without being aware of how dangerous they can be.

In addition to the five deaths in B.C, a 32-year-old man was discovered dead inside a donation box in Cambridge,
Ont., last November and a man in his 20s died in a similar container in Calgary in July 2017.

"It's unthinkable, and it's time to deal with this problem," he said. "Too many of our guests who would otherwise have
a shot at turning their lives around are dying a horrible death inside or hanging out of a bin."

At least one charity said it's actively working to retrofit its donation bins to address the problem.
Diabetes Canada announced the move last week and said 240 bins have already been adapted in Ontario alone.

“"Although death or injury related to the misuse of clothing donation bins is not common, we feel that if there is an
opportunity to prevent this type of tragic incident, we must make every effort to find a solution,” the company said in
a statement.

B'nai Brith, operator of the bin involved in Tuesday's deadly incident, did not indicate whether it plans to revamp
donation boxes but described the woman's death as ““terrible and tragic.”

Agro said Rangeview, which produces roughly 1,000 donation bins of varying styles each year, is actively working on
new designs for future products.

In addition to developing prototypes in-house, he said the company has teamed up with a professor at the University
of British Columbia who has tasked fourth-year engineering students with developing designs for boxes that are both
safe and theft-proof.

Agro said there are broader systemic problems contributing to the string of recent deaths, but said manufacturers
and charities must do their part to limit harm.

~We obviously believe there's a bigger picture to this than just donation bins ... causing death and injury to these
unfortunate people, but we've got to step up our stuff over here and make sure everything's safer for everybody."

Ultimately, Daya says there needs to be a greater focus on homelessness, addiction and poverty in Canada.

“There is no evidence that the victim entered the bin as a form of amusement, but perhaps it was out of necessity.
Addressing the root cause of the problem could result in positive change for our communities,” she says.

© 2019 The Canadian Press

— with files from AdvocateDaily.com

https://www.advocatedaily.com/jasmine-daya-donation-bin-related-deaths-prompt-manufacturer-to-stop-production-1.html 2/2



